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Disaster Assistance for North Dakota 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Floods. May 24,1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of North Dakota as a result of flooding from rains 
and snowmelt, beginning about April 10, which caused 
extensive public and private property damage. The Presi- 
dent’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief 
and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of disaster unemployment assistance 
payments to those who lost their jobs as a result of the 
storms, debris removal, and the repair or restoration of 
damaged or destroyed streets, roads, bridges, sewer and 
water systems, and public utilities. Emergency loan assist- 
ance will be made available by the Farmers Home 
Administration. 

Federal relief activities in North Dakota will be coordi- 
nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Donald G. Eddy, Regional Director of the Federal 
Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region VIII, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


Disaster Assistance for Kentucky 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Storms and Flooding. May 24, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Kentucky as a result of severe storms and flood- 


ing, beginning about May 17, which caused public and 
private property damage. The President’s action will 
permit the use of Federal funds in relief and recovery 
efforts in designated areas of the State. 


Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing and 
disaster unemployment assistance payments to those who 
lost their jobs as a result of the storms. Low-interest-rate 
disaster loans will be made available by the Small Business 
Administration under the authorities of Public Law 93- 
24, and emergency loan assistance will be made available 
by the Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Kentucky will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Development, under the 
direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne 
will designate the specific areas within the State eligible 
for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and State dam- 
age assessments. 

Mr. Thomas P. Credle, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region IV, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


The President’s Trip to Europe 


Remarks of Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger at a 
News Conference Prior to the Trip. May 24, 1975 


SecrETARY Kissincer. The basic purpose of the trip was 
outlined by the President in his speech to the Congress 
in early April. It was to have an opportunity to exchenge 
views with the other leaders of NATO, to assess the cur- 
rent state of the Alliance, to determine where the Alli- 
ance should go in the period ahead, and to use this 
opportunity as well to discuss a number of special prob- 
lems that may have arisen. 

With respect to the NATO summit, it is obvious that 
in the post-Indochina period, certain questions have arisen 
with respect to how the United States will react to accept 
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that and what this means to its other Alliance relation- 
ships. 

But apart from this special problem, there is also the 
fact that the President has not had an opportunity to 
discuss with his colleagues as a group the future of the 
Western Alliance and that the future of the Western 
Alliance requires consideration quite apart from what- 
ever special problems may have arisen for the United 
States. 

I would put these in perhaps three categories: 

—the problems that are inseparable from modernizing 
the original concept of NATO; that is to say, how 
to bring the defense arrangements of the Western 
Alliance in line with current realities; 

—the second is to discuss the new issues that have arisen 
as a result of changing circumstances and of differ- 
ent emphases that must be given as a result of these 
changing circumstances; 

—and the third is to use this opportunity to discuss 
a number of special problems that exist together 
with the relationship with the East European coun- 
tries and the Soviet Union; that is to say, the rela- 
tionship between détente and security. 

These will be the major issues that the President will 

address. 

With respect to the military issues, they, of course, will 
have been discussed in some detail by Secretary Schles- 
inger, with his colleagues in the DPC [Defense Planning 
Committee], and there will be no need for the President 
to go into the technical details of all of these issues. 

But the basic fact is that the Alliance was conceived 
in a period of American nuclear monopoly, and it has to 
be adapted to conditions of effective nuclear parity. 

The Alliance was developed in a period when the 
nature of the military threat seemed relatively clear-cut, 
and it has to be adapted to circumstances when the mili- 
tary threat can take on many more complicated forms. 

The Alliance was developed at a period of great 
American material preponderance, and it has to be ad- 
justed to conditions more in keeping with the realities 
of the emerging European economic strength and, there- 
fore, the balance that has to be achieved between the two 
sides of the Atlantic. 

I repeat, those issues will have been discussed in specific 
terms by Secretary Schlesinger, but they will be discussed 
in their conceptual aspect by President Ford, together 
with his colleagues, because while security is not enough 
as a basis for the Western Alliance, without security there 
is no basis for the Western Alliance at all. 

The second set of issues concerns the new problems that 
have arisen growing out of the interdependence of the 
world economy and the impossibility of founding coop- 
eration entirely on military measures. 

Two years ago, when this was put forward in the pro- 
posal for the Year of Europe, it led to rather intense 


debate. Today, the interrelationship between economic, 
political, and security elements is a fact. 

In fact, 2 years ago, there were some who argued that 
the Western Alliance had no role except in the military 
field. Today, most of our allies insist on the proposition 
that the economic policies of the industrialized countries 
must be brought into some relationship with each other 
if there is to be any effective future. 

It is no accident that the summit is occurring at the 
end of a week that begins with the meeting of the IEA, 
goes through a meeting of the OECD, and culminates in 
the summit. 


The IEA—the International Energy Agency, which 
we consider one of the success stories of the recent pe- 
riod—links together most of the consuming nations into 
an organization designed to enable the consumers to take 
some control over their economic destiny by cooperative 
programs of conservation, alternative sources, and finan- 
cial solidarity. 

This will be the first ministerial meeting since the 
Washington Energy Conference, and it will take stock of 
the past and look into the future. 

The OECD, comprising most of the industrial nations 
of the world, will address the problem of industrial growth 
and the relationship of the industrial nations to the less 
developed nations, so that the summit of the Western 
Alliance is coming at the end of a period in which the 
Defense Planning Committee has looked at the security 
side. 

The other meetings have addressed the economic and 
energy aspects so that the leaders of the Western Alliance 
can look at the whole architecture of their relationship 
and develop a concept of security transcending the purely 
military aspect. 

The third element that will be discussed at Brussels is 
the relationship between the Communist and the non- 
Communist world or between the Western Alliance and 
the Communists. 

As the Administration has repeatedly pointed out and 
as the President again emphasized yesterday, we consider 
the easing of tensions, where it can be honorably done, an 
essential goal of Western policy, and we will make every 
effort to pursue the same. 

We do not believe that the easing of tensions is an 
alternative to Alliance policy. We think that both of these 
elements of policy are integrally related to each other. 

Without the strength of the Alliance, there would be 
no basis for détente that is based on equivalence. But 
without demonstrating to our people that serious efforts 
are being made to improve international conditions, that 
confrontation is not an end in itself, we will also not be 
able to maintain the strength that is needed for realistic 
détente. 
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There are before the West three major areas in which 

negotiations are at this moment going on: 

—the negotiations on SALT, which concern the Alli- 
ance indirectly but which are being conducted pri- 
marily between the United States and the Soviet 
Union; 

—the negotiation on the mutual balanced force reduc- 
tions, in which NATO is negotiating with the War- 
saw Pact; 

—and the negotiations on European security in which 
all European nations—NATO, Warsaw Pact, as 
well as the so-called neutrals—participate. 


No doubt, the President will review with his colleagues 
in plenary sessions and in the bilateral meetings the status 
of these negotiations and will discuss how they can best 
be promoted. 


While in Brussels, the President will have a series of 
bilateral meetings; indeed, after the completion of the 
Brussels meetings, he will have had bilateral meetings 
within the month with every leader of the Western Al- 
liance. You will have the schedule of those meetings, and, 
therefore, I will not go through them. 

It is obvious that particular attention will be paid to his 
meetings with the Greek and Turkish leaders. He will see 
Prime Minister Karamanlis and Prime Minister Demirel 
on Thursday morning. 

As you know, the United States has played an active 
role, at the request of the parties, to be helpful in bring- 
ing about a solution of the Cyprus dispute as well as of 
the other issues that exist between Greece and Turkey. 

It is a complex set of issues in which a long historic 
legacy profoundly complicates the solution and in which 
the domestic situation of the participants does not always 
facilitate progress, not to speak of our domestic situation. 

Nevertheless, we believe that the two sides, both in the 
communal talks and in the talks that have now begun 
between the Greek and Turkish foreign ministers, are be- 
ginning to grope their way towards positions that may 
prove to be negotiable, and insofar as we can make a con- 
tribution to this we will do so. After all, our international 
involvement in the postwar period began with the Greek- 
Turkish aid program. We value our relations with both of 
these countries. 

We believe that their tensions are a tragedy for the 
Western Alliance and, in the long term, a tragedy for the 
countries concerned. And we will do our utmost to facil- 
itate a solution. But we must also keep in mind that it is 
not the United States that can produce a solution. The 
solution must be produced by negotiations among the 
parties. 

We can help, we can use whatever influence we have, 
but we cannot substitute for the parties concerned. But 
the President will give a considerable amount of atten- 
tion to that problem. 


You know that he will meet with the British Prime 
Minister and with the German Chancellor. He will also 
meet with the Prime Minister of Portugal. And there will 
be, as I pointed out, individual appointments with all of 
the leaders that he has not seen recently as a result of 
their visits to Washington. 

Let me now turn to the visit to Spain. The United States 
believes that the relationship of Spain to Western Europe 
and to the Atlantic Alliance is in a sense an anomaly. 
Spain is one of the principal countries of Western Europe. 
Its security and its progress is closely linked to that of the 
rest of the continent. And the United States has believed 
that a relationship ought to be established between Spain 
and NATO. For a variety of reasons, that has not proved 
possible. 

Therefore, the President thought it desirable to visit 
Spain to discuss with the Spanish leaders their conception 
of the future evolution and the relationship of that to 
Western security and progress. We believe that through 
such conversations we can participate in what we will 
hope will be a beneficial evolution for all of the parties 
concerned. 

The President, while in Western Europe, will also visit 
Italy, a country with which we have close ties and for 
which we have very special concerns, to exchange views 
with the leaders of Italy about their many complicated 
problems and to reaffirm a relationship to which we attach 
great importance. 

Of course, he will see His Holiness, the Pope, for his 
first meeting with His Holiness, to discuss his general 
conceptions of how peace can be promoted in this period 
and the many humanitarian concerns of the Vatican. 

Let me say a word about the meeting with President 
Sadat. 

As we have repeatedly pointed out, as indeed we have 
not been permitted to forget, we are engaged in a reassess- 
ment of American policy in the Middle East. This is an 
effort that is not directed against any country or on behalf 
of any country. It was made necessary by the suspension 
of shuttle diplomacy and of the last attempt to achieve 
an interim agreement between Israel and Egypt. 

In the new circumstances that that fact created, with 
a high probability of the Geneva Conference being recon- 
vened, it has been imperative for the United States to 
assess its policy in the light of these new conditions. 

This process is going on, and in this process, personal 
meetings between the President and various of the leaders 
of the area play an essential role. 

We intend to discuss with President Sadat, as we shall 
do later with Prime Minister Rabin, our conception of 
the alternative routes towards peace as they present them- 
selves to us. We will be eager to hear President Sadat’s 
view as to what he considers the most effective means of 
promoting peace in the Middle East. 
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After we have completed these discussions, one of two 
things is likely to happen. Either it will appear that the 
view of the two parties about method and perhaps about 
substance is sufficiently close so that negotiations can be 
encouraged or it will appear that they are still so far apart 
that it may be necessary for the United States to suggest 
a procedure or a way to proceed. 

In either event, the President has repeatedly stated 
that the United States believes that a stalemate in the 
Middle East cannot lead to anything other than a catas- 
trophe for all of the parties concerned, and the United 
States is determined that diplomatic progress be resumed. 

The principal purpose of the reassessment is to devise 
means and to explore approaches that might facilitate 
this progress. 

This, then, is the basic purpose of the President’s trip. 
It is part of a foreign policy which, whatever recent 
disappointments, is based on the proposition that a major 
American role is essential to maintain the peace and to 
promote progress in the world. And the United States 
will play this role both in a general sense and in a particu- 
lar sense in certain regions. 

This is the attitude with which the President is under- 
taking this trip, and he is hopeful that it will contribute 
to the objectives that I have outlined here. 

NOTE: The news conference began at 2:08 p.m. in Room 450 at 
the Old Executive Office Building. The White House press release 


also included the question-and-answer session following Secretary 
Kissinger’s opening remarks. 


U.S.S. Monterey 


The President’s Remarks at a Reunion for Members 
of the Crew. May 24,1975 


Thank you very much, Charlie and Roger Mehle. I 
can’t express adequately my appreciation for the opportu- 
nity to see so many of my old shipmates. It was a very 
warm and a very dear part of a significant part of my life. 
Let me just say, I was the assistant navigator under Pappy 
Atwood, and it’s fortunate that the ship relied on Pappy 
Atwood’s sightings rather than mine. And I hope that my 
decisions as President are more accurate than my sightings 
as assistant navigator. [Laughter] 

It used to be a wonderful experience to go out on the 
bridge ‘n the morning or in the evening and Pappy At- 
wood was—well, all of you who know him—he was truly 
an expert. And there would always be some variation. 
Inevitably, he was right and I was wrong. 

But I thank you very much, Charlie. As I look at the 
ship here and, Allie, it brings back many great memories 
to me, and I am sure to all of you. 

The first assignment I had was the gunnery group 


down on the fantail. That shows how trustworthy I was, 
see. They put me as far back as anybody could go. 

Well, I gradually worked my way up. Captain Hundt, 
who was a great skipper, and Captain Ingersoll, who is 
in the finest traditions of the United States Navy, saw to 
it that I got up on the bridge. I didn’t contribute very 
much, but I enjoyed the great inspiration of both Captain 
Hundt and Captain Ingersoll. 

Fritz Deppe and I had a little stateroom. You would 
hardly call it one of any fancy accommodations, would 
you, Fritz? I’ve forgotten who had the upper and who 
had the lower bunk. [Laughter] 

You know, those MD’s are always smarter than us 
politicians. But I can remember many wonderful experi- 
ences. We used to play basketball. We'd lower the elevator 
on the other side, on the port side, and we'd play basket- 
ball. That was a hard thing to convince Captain Hundt 
and Captain Ingersoll of, that it was going to not inter- 
fere with operational activities. But they were very kind 
and understanding, and here is a picture—but we had 
some wonderful times. 

I remember very distinctly June 17, 1943, when we 
commissioned the ship in Philadelphia. I recall with great 
memories the shakedown cruise down to Trinidad. That 
was an exciting place. [Laughter] 

I recall vividly the trip through the Panama Canal, and 
I will not tell the whole story on that. The ship got 
through all right, but I wasn’t sure I was going to get 
through all right. [Laughter] 

Then I recall that wonderful trip from San Diego to 
Pearl Harbor. We loaded the ship up with a lot of sub- 
mariners who had never been to sea. We loaded it up with 
a lot of aircraft. We had hot bunks. Do any of you 
remember that? When we got to Pearl Harbor, the ship 
needed a real scrubdown. [Laughter] Then I recall our 
first operation off Mackin Island. We were all scared to 
death. 

Then I recall us going with the Bunker Hill down to 
Kavieng and Rabaul on Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, 
and a few days after New Year’s Day—that was thought 
then as one of the most daring operations at the time as 
far as the Navy was concerned. We lost some very fine 
people, but we survived. 

Then we gradually worked our way up the Carolines 
and the Marianas, et cetera. We had some wonderful 
times in Majuro, at Ulithi—that was a delightful place. 
I was single at the time. But if any of you wives think that 
your husbands went astray, there wasn’t any room or 
there wasn’t any company. So, I will verify everything 
they ever said to you about it. [Laughter] 

Then, of course, we had the wonderful experience of 
the Battle of the Philippines, where we were headed back 
to Pearl Harbor, I think, and we got orders to turn 
around. And we participated in that very important battle 
as far as the Pacific was concerned. 
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Then, of course, the climax was the typhoon on 
December 18 and 19 of 1944. I can recall most intimately 
the coolness, the courage of the skipper. I happened to be 
on the bridge as the officer of the deck during general 
quarters, and we were in general quarters a long time. 
[Laughter | 


The word came from the Admiral, “Abandon ship, if 
you so order.” I am not sure that’s the way it went— 
[laughter|—but one out of the four boilers was in oper- 
ation, the fire pumps were manned, the hangar deck fire 
was extinguished, and the Monterey, after about 7 hours, 
dead in the water with one or two cruisers and three or 
four destroyers, got underway. 


But that was the spirit, that was the attitude of the 
Monterey. All of you, as well as myself, are proud of the 
people, the skippers, and the ship. And we should be 
thankful that we had the opportunity of fighting for a 
great country and a great cause. 

I should say one thing. I just talked about the ship’s 
company. Of course, I do want to congratulate all the 
members of Air Group 30 and Air Group 28. They were 
an integral part and a vital portion of the effort and the 
success of the Monterey. 

I have some wonderful memories of the pilots, whether 
they were SBD, F—2’s or 4’s or 6’s or TBMs or TBFs, they 
were great people and the crews that maintained them, 
that brought them in, that launched them—they were as 
much a part of the Monterey as the ship itself. 

So, Roger, on behalf of those of us who had the privilege 
of serving you and the air groups, I thank you for the great 
job that all of you did. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:44 p.m. at the L’Enfant Plaza 
Hotel. 

In his remarks, the President referred to the following former 
members of the crew: Charles A. Webb, Rear Adm. Roger W. 
Mehle, Lewis J. “Pappy’”’ Atwood, Allie C. Kleinpeter, Jr., Vice 
Adm. Stuart H. Ingersoll, Capt. L. T. Hundt, and Dr. Charles 
Deppe. 

Mr. Kleinpeter presented the President with an oil painting of 
the U.S.S. Monterey. 


Memorial Day, 1975 


The President’s Remarks at Ceremonies at the Tomb 
of the Unknowns at Arlington National 
Cemetery. May 26,1975 


Chairman Sutphin, distinguished guests, my fellow 
Americans: 

There is no higher or more solemn privilege than to rep- 
resent a grateful Nation in paying tribute to its honored 
dead. No man or woman who comes to Arlington on 


Memorial Day can help but feel the burden and the pride 
of what it means to be an American. 


The freedom we enjoy today, these fallen won for us. 
The way of life that we cherish, they protected for us. 
The heritage they defended is now in our hands. We are 
guardians of their trust. Arlington Cemetery is their sacred 
shrine, but their greatest monument is the America they 
died to defend. 


The value of their sacrifice—the worth of what they 
gave their lives to defend—depends on how well we meet 
our responsibilities today. If we live in peace as bravely 
as they died in war, the world will remember them as long 
as there are free men to be inspired. 


Memorial Day has always meant a great deal to me— 
as a schoolboy, as a young man in the Navy during the 
Second World War, in my years in Congress, and last 
Memorial Day, when I spoke from this rostrum as Vice 
President. Today, it is an occasion even more deeply 
felt. 

Although we live in a rapidly changing world, some 
things remain the same. One is the need to maintain our 
military strength. For as long as there are lawbreakers 
in the world we must have the strength and the resolve 
to stand up for what is right. It is the price we have always 
paid for being free. It is the price we must be willing to 
pay in the future. 

So, today we pay tribute not only to our wartime dead 
but to those who made the same sacrifice in keeping the 
peace. They have proven that the quality of heroism, of 
love of country and willingness to serve in time of troubles, 
beats just as strong in American hearts today as ever. 


As we honor the men and women who have given 
their lives, let us also pray for the safety of those still 
missing in action and the solace of those who wait as 
well as those who mourn. The world should know that 
the United States will not falter in its determination to 
achieve an adequate accounting of our MIA’s. 

Finally, let us resolve to learn from the example of those 
whose memories we honor today. May the courage they 
demonstrated in war guide us to even greater achieve- 
ments in peace. Peace, too, can have its heroes. In our 
everyday lives, in the example we set, in the kind of a 
country we build and in the national character that we 
sustain, we can erect the greatest monument of all to those 
we honor here today. 


They will not have died in vain and their loved ones 
will not have suffered in vain if we vow to live our lives 
in the cause of honor, freedom, and justice that they so 
gallantly served. 

Thank you very, very much. 
note: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, Va. In his opening 


remarks, he referred to Robert S. Sutphin, president of the Grand 
Army of the Republic Memorial Day Corporation. 
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Amtrak Improvement Act of 1975 


Statement by the President on Signing the Bill Into Law, 
While Expressing Reservations About One of Its 
Provisions. May 26, 1975 


I have signed H.R. 4975, the Amtrak Improvement 
Act of 1975. 


This bill provides authorizations for Federal support 
to Amtrak for an additional 27-month period, through 
fiscal 1977. It will provide the Amtrak Board of Directors 
with the flexibility necessary to effectively manage the Cor- 
poration’s affairs. This should result in improved intercity 
rail passenger service. I expect the Corporation to develop 
plans and programs consistent with realistic funding au- 
thorized by this bill, thus eliminating the past practice 
of ever-escalating Federal subsidies over which neither the 
Congress nor the executive branch had effective control. 


The bill authorizes procedures which enable Amtrak 
to modify its system of routes and services consistent with 
the goal of making rail passenger service an effective part 
of our national transportation system. It is regrettable, 
however, that the criteria for exercising this authority must 
be submitted to the Congress with the possibility of disap- 
proval by either the House or the Senate within 60 days. 

The Attorney General advises me that this provision 
provides for an unconstitutional exercise of Congressional 
power. I am seriously concerned about the increasing 
frequency with which Congress passes legislation contain- 
ing such provisions. I have, nevertheless, signed H.R. 
4975 because the Nation needs the important passenger 
rail service it will provide. 

Once the new procedures for adding and eliminating 
routes are established, Amtrak will have a sensible basis 
on which to make determinations on dropping routes 
which are inefficient or adding service which boosts our 
overall transportation capabilities. The end result should 
be better transportation for every tax dollar spent on 
Amtrak. The management flexibility contained in this 
legislation will enable Amtrak to improve the present level 
of rail passenger service and to stay within the spending 
limits established by the authorization bill. 

It is gratifying to note that the Congress has responded 
to the suggestion I made in signing the Amtrak Improve- 
ment Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-396) that mandatory 
on-board customs procedures would be undesirable. The 
Congress, in this bill, has provided for cooperation between 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney General, and 
Amtrak to establish inspection procedures which will be 
convenient for passengers and consistent with effective en- 
forcement of the immigration and customs laws. Imple- 
mentation of these procedures should facilitate the most 
rapid possible transit in international, intercity rail 
passenger service. 


I commend the Congress for enacting this bill which 
should, on balance, provide a basis for improved and 
more economic passenger service for the American. people. 
It is essential that we continue to work toward developing 
more effective approaches to meeting the complex trans- 
portation needs of the Nation. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 4975) is Public Law 94-25, 
approved May 26, 1975. 


National Capital Planning Commission 


Announcement of Appointment of Two Members and 
Designation of Chairman. May 27, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of two 
persons as members of the National Capital Planning 
Commission. They are: 

CarOLinE FREELAND, of Bethesda, Md., planning and development 
consultant. This is for a term expiring January 1, 1979. 

Daviv Macte Cups, of the District of Columbia, associate partner 
in the firm of Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill. This is for a term 
expiring January 1, 1981. 

The President today also designated Mr. Childs to 
serve as Chairman. 

The Commission was reorganized by Public Law 93- 
198 of December 24, 1973, and now consists of 12 mem- 
bers. The purpose of the Commission is to prepare and 
adopt a comprehensive, consistent, and coordinated plan 
for the National Capital. The Commission was established 
as the central planning agency for the Federal Govern- 
ment in the National Capital for the purpose of preserving 
the important natural and historical features. 


United Service Organizations, Inc. 


Announcement of Designation of Four Members 
of the Board of Governors. May 27, 1975 


The President today named four persons to be members 
of the Board of Governors of the United Service Organiza- 
tions, Inc. Under the terms of the bylaws of the Corpora- 
tion, the President nominates to the Corporation those 
persons he desires to serve on the Board of Governors 
and then the members of the Corporation elect them to the 
Board. They are: 

Jack Ecxerp, of Belleair, Fla., chairman of the board, Eckerd 
Corp. He succeeds C. Douglas Cairns, whose term has expired. 
This is for a term expiring February 1977. : : 

Kimsatt C. Firestone, of Potomac, Md., director, vice president, 
government affairs, the Firestone Tire and Rubber Co., Wash- 


ington, D.C. He succeeds Harvey S. Firestone, who died on 
June 2, 1973. This is for a term expiring February 1978. 
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Bos Hope, of North Hollywood, Calif., radio, television, and film 
comedian. He succeeds M. William Isbell, Jr., whose term 
has expired. This is for a term expiring February 1978. 

Jeno F. Pautucci, of Duluth, Minn., chairman of the board, 
Jeno’s, Inc.; chairman of the board, the Cornelius Co., Inc. 
He succeeds J. Willard Marriott, whose term expired. This is 
for a term expiring February 1977. 


The USO is a voluntary civilian agency, responsible to 
the President of the United States and the Secretary of 
Defense, through which the people may serve the religious, 
spiritual, social, welfare, and educational needs of the men 
and women in the Armed Forces at home and overseas. 


Administration on Aging 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Commissioner. May 27, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 208 of the 1973 Amendments to the Older 
Americans Act (Public Law 89-73) provides that the 
Commissioner on Aging shall prepare and submit to the 
President for transmittal to the Congress a full and com- 
plete report on the activities carried out under this Act, not 
later than one hundred and twenty days after the close 
of each fiscal year. 

Secretary Weinberger has forwarded the Annual Report 
of the Administration on Aging for the fiscal year 1974 to 


me, and I am pleased to transmit this document to the © 


Congress. 
GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 27, 1975. 
NOTE: The 87-page report, entitled “Administration on Aging An- 


nual Report—Fiscal Year 1974,” was prepared by the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare. 


USS. Forces in NATO Europe 


The President’s Message to the Congress Submitting the 
Sixth and Final Report on the Effect of the Deployment 
of U.S. Forces on the Balance of Payments. 

May 27, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with Section 812(d) of the Department 
of Defense Appropriation Authorization Act, 1974 (Public 
Law 93-155), I am pleased to submit to the Congress the 
sixth and final report on our progress toward offsetting the 
fiscal year 1974 balance of payments deficit resulting from 
the deployment of U.S. forces in NATO Europe. Sec- 
tion 812 (the Jackson-Nunn Amendment) states that if 
our European NATO Allies fail to offset this deficit, then 


U.S. troops in Europe must be reduced by the percentage 
of offset not provided. I am pleased to report that our 
Allies have fully offset the U.S. fiscal year 1974 deficit and 
that the troop reduction provision will not have to be 
implemented. 

The U.S. NATO-related balance of payments expendi- 
tures during fiscal year 1974 totaled $1.997 billion. We 
sought to cover these expenditures in two ways. First, we 
negotiated with the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) 
an Offset Agreement which had a total value of $2.218 
billion over the 1974—75 time period. The fiscal year 1974 
portion of the agreement has come to $1.150 billion. 
Secondly, our other NATO Allies have placed substantial 
military procurement in the U.S. They have been able to 
identify $1.016 billion in such procurement, of which 
$917 million can at this time be applied against FY 1974 
expenditures. The NATO Allies and the NATO Economic 
Directorate deserve our special recognition for their co- 
operation in establishing a liaison mechanism for identify- 
ing these purchases. Appendix A provides an accounting of 
our compliance with the provisions of the Amendment. 

The Jackson-Nunn Amendment also called upon our 
Allies to assist the U.S. in meeting some of the added 
budgetary costs that result from maintaining our forces in 
Europe rather than in the continental United States. The 
major form of this budgetary support is contained in the 
two-year U.S.-FRG Offset Agreement. The agreement 
includes approximately $224 million to rehabilitate badly 
deteriorated barracks and other troop facilities used by 
American military personnel in the FRG. The FRG also 
agrees to absorb about $8 million of real estate taxes and 
landing fees directly related to U.S. forces in Germany. 
Finally, very considerable budgetary relief is implicit in 
the FRG agreement to purchase DM 2,250 million in spe- 
cial U.S. Treasury securities at a concessional interest rate 
of 2.5 percent. The interest rate which Germany could 
have obtained through investment of these funds in mar- 
ketable U.S. Treasury securities would, of course, have 
been much higher. The purchase of securities made by the 
FRG pursuant to the agreement were made at times when 
the market was paying just under eight percent interest. 
As a consequence, the FRG will have foregone approxi- 
mately $343 million in interest over the life of these securi- 
ties. Essentially this represents a budgetary gain to the 
US. 

A final provision of the Amendment requires that we 
seek to reduce the amount paid by the U.S. to support 
NATO?’s Infrastructure Program. NATO recently agreed 
to a new five-year program (CY 1975-79) totaling $1.35 
billion. The Allies have agreed to reduce the US. per- 
centage from the current official level of 29.67 percent to 
27.23 percent. The new program also includes a special 
category of projects totaling $98 million which benefit 
only American forces and which would normally have 
been funded in the U.S. budget. When this special category 


Volume 11—Number 22 





562 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 


is considered, the effective U.S. share is approximately 21 
percent. Likewise, the U.S. share of funding for the Com- 
mon European Pipeline deficit has been reduced from 36 
percent to 25 percent. 

The Amendment specifies that 221% months (July 1, 
1973—May 16, 1975) of Allied balance of payments trans- 
actions can be applied against the FY 1974 deficit. The 
balance of payments data we have used have been based 
on only the first 12 months of this period. We do not yet 
have complete data on Allied procurement expenditures 
during the last 10! months of the statutory period. How- 
ever, assuming that Allied expenditures in Foreign Mili- 
tary Sales (FMS) and commercial accounts remain at 
about the same levels as in FY 1974, there would be avail- 
able an additional $1.3 billion to offset our FY 1974 
expenditures. 

It should be noted that the Allied financial transactions 
reported here do not represent the total financial burden 
incurred by the Allies in support of U.S. forces in Europe. 
Our Allies absorb many of our troop-related operation and 
maintenance costs for facilities, building and repairing 
roads, and other payments which have a total value of 
several hundred million dollars a year. 

A good economic argument can be made that some of 
our balance of payments expenditures would have oc- 
curred whether or not our troops were in Europe, and 
hence should not have been charged against the NATO 
balance of payments account. For example, the Depart- 
ment of Defense purchased approximately $137 million of 
petroleum, oil, and lubricants (POL) in Europe during 
FY 1974, mostly for our Sixth Fleet operations. The great 
majority of these products were purchased from the Mid- 
dle East. However, if the fleet had been brought home, its 
shift to U.S. POL resources would have forced other U.S. 
consumers to purchase their POL requirements from 
abroad. Thus, the impact on our balance of payments 
expenditures would have remained unchanged. 

We should also recognize that, even if our troops were 
returned to the continental U.S., there would still be per- 
sonnel-related expenditures for European goods and serv- 
ices. These personnel would continue to purchase some 
European goods. Also, we should not overlook the fact 
that some of our military-related balance of payments ex- 
penditures in Europe generate Allied or third nation pur- 
chases in the U.S.—both military and commercial. 

Finally, we must consider that more than $300 million 
of the U.S. defense expenditures in Europe merely reflect 
the effect of dollar depreciation. This depreciation was 
a contributing factor to the substantial improvement in 
the U.S. trade balance, but it has made relatively more 
expensive the goods and services purchased by our military 
forces in Europe. 

Gera_p R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 27, 1975. 


Equal Employment Opportunity 


Commission 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Lowell W. Perry at the Swearing In of Mr. Perry 
as Chairman of the Commission. May 27, 1975 


THE Presment. Lowell, Mrs. Perry, Judge Keith, dis- 
tinguished guests: 

This is a very great moment in this Administration. It 
is my great privilege and pleasure to have selected for this 
very vital role a person that I have known a good many 
years, a person that I have admired for many, many years. 

He first came to my attention when I saw his prowess 
on the gridiron at the University of Michigan. He made it 
and I didn’t. He was really good and played not only 
exceptionally well at Ann Arbor but very well for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

I have known Lowell over a period of time since then. 
I have always looked at his career, both in Government 
and with private employment, as an example of what a 
person can do who has got ability and the desire and the 
dedication. 

I think it’s, in this instance, Government’s gain to have 
Lowell with us, and Lynn Townsend probably is losing 
one of his very finest young people in his Chrysler 
organization. 

It just seems to me that Lowell Perry is the right person 
to do a fine job in the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, and I look forward to the job that he will do. 

This Administration is totally dedicated to the elimina- 
tion of any discrimination in the area of sex, race, creed, 
color, or what have you. Under the leadership of Lowell 
Perry, I am certain and positive that that dedication to 
that cause will be carried out. 

And it is a great privilege, Lowell, for me to participate 
in your oath-taking with your old friend, and a friend of 
mine, Judge Damon Keith of the Federal Court in 
Detroit. 

[At this point, Damon Keith, United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Michigan, administered the oath of office.] 

Mr. Perry. Thank you, Mr. President, for your faith 
in my ability to provide the leadership in administering 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, one of the most 
important laws in our land today. 

I welcome the opportunity to serve your Administra- 
tion and the citizens of the United States, and I pledge 
myself to a fair, open, and vigorous implementation of 
the responsibilities entrusted here to me today. 

I might say that I have been gratified at the great re- 
sponse from individuals and organizations across the coun- 
try, and I am really encouraged by it. And I would also 
like to take just this slight opportunity to say to my many 
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friends and relatives who traveled here with me on this 
most important day of my life—the very most important 
day of my life—I will do the things that I swore to with 
Judge Keith there. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 


Father’s Day, 1975 
Proclamation 4376. May 27,1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Growing up has never been easy. We have all experi- 
enced moments of sorrow, disappointment, and frustra- 
tion. And there have been times of joy and great 
satisfaction. For each of us, there have been special men 
along the way—men who cared. 

They loved us and made us feel important. They helped 
provide for our needs. They took time to work and to 


play with us. And we often modelled ourselves after them. 

These men who have given so much of themselves are 
our natural fathers, our foster fathers, our adoptive fathers 
and our big brothers. It is a fitting American tradition that 
once a year we pay a well-deserved tribute to these 
fathers of America. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of the 
United States of America, in accordance with a joint 
resolution of Congress (36 U.S.C. 142a), urge each 
American to observe Sunday, June 15, 1975, as Father’s 
Day, with appropriate public and private expressions of 
the love and gratitude we bear for our fathers. 

I call upon Government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all Government buildings, and I 
invite the governments of the States and local communi- 
ties to observe Father’s Day with appropriate ceremonies. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
ninth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:45 a.m., 
May 28, 1975] 





ENERGY PROGRAMS 
The President’s Address on Nationwide Radio and Television. May 27,1975 


Good evening. 

Last January 15, I went before your Senators and Representatives in 
Congress with a comprehensive plan to make our country independent 
of foreign sources of energy by 1985. Such a program was long overdue. 
We have become increasingly at the mercy of others for the fuel on which 
our entire economy runs. 

Here are the facts and figures that will not go away. The United 
States is dependent on foreign sources for about 37 percent of its present 
petroleum needs. In 10 years, if we do nothing, we will be importing more 
than half our oil at prices fixed by others—if they choose to sell to us at all. 
In 21% years, we will be twice as vulnerable to a foreign oil embargo as 
we were two winters ago. 

We are now paying out $25 billion a year for foreign oil. Five years 
ago we paid out only $3 billion annually. Five years from now, if we do 
nothing, who knows how many more billions will be flowing out of the 
United States. These are not just American dollars; these are American 
jobs. 

Four months ago, I sent the Congress this 167-page draft of detailed 
legislation, plus some additional tax proposals. My program was designed 
to conserve the energy we now have, while at the same time speeding up 
the development and production of new domestic energy. Although this 
would increase the cost of energy until new supplies were fully tapped, 
those dollars would remain in this country and would be returned to 
our own economy through tax cuts and rebates. 
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I asked the Congress in January to enact this urgent 10-year pro- 
gram for energy independence within 90 days, that is, by mid-April. 

In the meantime, to get things going, I said I would use the standby 
Presidential authority granted by the Congress to reduce our use of foreign 
petroleum by raising import fees on each barrel of crude oil by one dollar 
on February 1, another dollar on March 1, and a third on April 1. 

As soon as Congress acted on my comprehensive energy program, I 
promised to take off these import fees. I imposed the first dollar on oil 
imports February 1, making appropriate exemptions for hardship 
situations. 

Now, what did the Congress do in February about energy? Congress 
did nothing—nothing, that is, except rush through legislation suspending 
for 90 days my authority to impose any import fees on foreign oil. Con- 
gress needed time, they said. 

At the end of February, the Democratic leaders of the House and 
Senate and other Members concerned with energy came to the White 
House. They gave me this pamphlet outlining energy goals similar to mine 
and promised to come up with a Congressional energy program better 
than mine by the end of April. I remember one of them saying he didn’t 
see how they could ask the President to do more than postpone the second 
dollar for 60 days. If the Congress couldn’t come up with an energy pro- 
gram by then, he said, go ahead and put it on. 

Their request stretched my original deadline by a couple of weeks. 
But I wanted to be reasonable; I wanted to be cooperative. So, in vetoing 
their bill to restrict the President’s authority, I agreed to their request 
for a 60-day delay before taking the next step under my energy plan. 

What did the Congress do in March? What did the Congress do in 
April about energy? Congress did nothing. 

In fairness, I must say there were diligent efforts by some Members— 
Democrats as well as Republicans—to fashion meaningful energy legis- 
lation in their subcommittees and committees. My Administration worked 
very hard with them to bring a real energy independence bill to a vote. 
At the end of April, the deadline set by the Congressional leaders them- 
selves, I deferred for still another 30 days, the second one dollar fee on 
imported oil. Even then, I still hoped for positive Congressional action. 

So, what has the Congress done in May about energy? Congress did 
nothing and went home for a 10-day recess. 

February, March, April, May—as of now, the Congress has done 
nothing positive to end our energy dependence. 

On the contrary, it has taken two negative actions: The first an 
attempt to prevent the President from doing anything on his own, the 
second, to pass a strip mining bill which would reduce domestic coal 
production instead of increasing it, put thousands of people out of work, 
needlessly increase the cost of energy to consumers, raise electric bills for 
many, and compel us to iniport more foreign oil, not less. 

I was forced to veto this anti-energy bill last week because I will not 
be responsible for taking one step backward on energy when the Congress 
will not take one step forward on energy. 

The Congress has concentrated its attention on conservation meas- 
ures such as a higher gasoline tax. The Congress has done little or nothing 
to stimulate production of new energy sources here at home. At Elk Hills 
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Naval Petroleum Reserve in California, I saw oil wells waiting to produce 
300,000 barrels a day if the Congress would change the law to permit it. 

There are untold millions of barrels more in our Alaskan petroleum 
reserves and under the Continental Shelf. We could save 300,000 barrels 
a day if only the Congress would allow more electric powerplants to 
substitute American coal for foreign oil. Peaceful atomic power, which 
we pioneered, is advancing faster abroad than at home. 

Still the Congress does nothing about energy. We are today worse 
off than we were in January. Domestic oil production is going down, 
down, down. Natural gas production is starting to dwindle. And many 
areas face severe shortages next winter. Coal production is still at the 
levels of the 1940’s. Foreign oil suppliers are considering another price 
increase. I could go on and on, but you know the facts. This country 
needs to regain its independence from foreign sources of energy, and the 
sooner the better. 

There is no visible energy shortage now, but we could have one 
overnight. We do not have an energy crisis, but we may have one next 
winter. We do have an energy problem, a very grave problem, but one 
we can still manage and solve if we are successful internationally and can 
act decisively domestically. 

Four months are already lost. The Congress has acted only nega- 
tively. I must now do what I can do as President. 

—First, I will impose an additional one dollar import fee on foreign 
crude oil and 60 cents on refined products, effective June 1. I gave 
the Congress its 60 days plus an extra 30 days to do something— 
but nothing has been done since January. Higher fees will further 
discourage the consumption of imported fuel and may generate 
some constructive action when the Congress comes back. 

—Second, as I directed on April 30, the Federal Energy Administra- 
tion has completed public hearings on decontrol of old domestic 
oil. I will submit a decontrol plan to Congress shortly after it 
reconvenes. Along with it, I will urge the Congress to pass a 
windfall profits tax with a plowback provision. 

These two measures would prevent unfair gains by oil companies 
from decontrol prices, furnish a substantial incentive to increase domestic 
energy production, and encourage conservation. 

When I talk about energy, I am talking about jobs. Our American 
economy runs on energy. No energy—no jobs. In the long run, it is just 
that simple. 

The sudden fourfold increase in foreign oil prices and the 1973 
embargo helped to throw us into this recession. We are on our way out 
of this recession. Another oil embargo could throw us back. We cannot 
continue to depend on the price and supply whims of others. The Con- 
gress cannot drift, dawdle, and debate forever with America’s future. 

I need your help to energize this Congress into comprehensive action. 
I will continue to press for my January program, which is still the only 
total energy program there is. 

I cannot sit here idly while nothing is done. We must get on with 
the job right now. 

Thank you and good night. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:31 p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast live on radio and television. 
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Imports of Petroleum and Petroleum 
Products 


Proclamation 4377. Dated May 27,1975. Released 
May 28, 1975 


MopiFyINc ProcLAMATION No. 3279, as AMENDED, 
RELATING TO IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM AND PETRO- 
LEUM PropucTs, AND PROVIDING FOR THE LONG- 
TERM CONTROL OF IMPORTS OF PETROLEUM AND 
PETROLEUM Propucts THROUGH A SYSTEM OF 
LIcENSE FEES 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority of Section 232 of 
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, Proclamation No. 
3279, as amended, was modified by Proclamation No. 
4341 of January 23, 1975, in order to impose a system 
of supplemental license fees on imported petroleum and 
petroleum products; and 

WHEREAS, the system of supplemental license fees on 
imported petroleum and petroleum products was imposed 
pursuant to an investigation and recommendation by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in accordance with the provi- 
sions of Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962; 
and 

WuHueErEAS, the scheduled increases in the level of fees 
established by Proclamation No. 4341 were deferred by 
Proclamation No. 4370 of April 30, 1975, in order to 
afford Congress an opportunity to propose alternative 
programs for discouraging importation into the United 
States of petroleum and petroleum products in such 
quantities or under such circumstances as threaten to im- 
pair the national security; and 

WuHeErEAS, such alternative programs have not been 
developed and are unlikely to be enacted in the near 
future; and 

WHEREAS, I judge it necessary and consistent with the 
national security to reinstitute the originally scheduled 
increase in the supplemental fee to the level of $2.00 per 
barrel; and 

Wuereas, the Administrator of the Federal Energy 
Administration has recommended that certain other 
changes in the license fee system be made; 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, acting under and by vir- 
tue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, including Section 232 of 
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, as amended, do hereby 
proclaim that, effective as of June 1, 1975, Proclamation 
No. 3279, as amended, is hereby further amended as 
follows: 

Section 1. (a) Clauses (iii), (iv), and (viii) of sub- 
paragraph (1) of paragraph (a) of Section 3 are 
amended to read as follows: 


“(iii) with respect to imports of crude oil, natural gas 
products, unfinished oils, and all other finished products 
(except ethane, propane, butanes, and asphalt) entered 
into the customs territory of the United States on or 
after February 1, 1975, there shall be a supplemental fee 
per barrel of $1.00, rising to $2.00 on imports entered on 
or after June 1, 1975; 

“(iv) with respect to the fees imposed pursuant to 
paragraphs 3(a)(1)(i)—(iii), the amount of such fees 
shall be reduced, on a monthly basis, by an amount equal 
to any applicable duties paid less any drawbacks received 
during the same period charged against imports made on 
or after February 1, 1975, except that where duty draw- 
backs exceed the duty paid during that period, the net 
differences shall be applied to subsequent periods; pro- 
vided that when the duty less drawbacks exceeds the fee 
imposed, the Administrator may provide that any excess 
may be used to reduce fees payable in subsequent months, 
such extended period not to exceed six months; 


“(vili) with respect to licenses issued pursuant to para- 
graph 3(a)(1) (iii) for imports other than (A) any 
material imported for refining that qualifies for inclusion 
in a refiner’s crude oil runs to stills under the Old Oil 
Allocation Program or (B) products refined in a refinery 
outside of the customs territory as to which crude oil runs 
to stills would qualify a refiner to receive entitlements 
under the Old Oil Allocation Program, the Administrator 
may by regulation reduce the fee payable by the following 
amounts, or by such other amounts as he may determine 
to be necessary to achieve the objectives of this Proclama- 
tion and the Emergency Petroleum Allocation Act of 
1973; 

—for imports entered into the United States customs 
territory during the months of February through May, 
1975, $1.00 per barrel; 

—for imports entered during the month of June, 1975, 
and thereafter, $1.40 per barrel.” 

(b) Paragraph (b) of Section 3 is amended by redesig- 
nating the existing paragraph (b) as (b)(1), and by 
adding a new paragraph (2) to read as follows: 

“(2) With respect to allocations and licenses issued 
prior to June 1, 1975, for which a bond was not required 
or with respect to which a bond was required in amounts 
less than the full amount of the fees imposed pursuant 
to this Proclamation, the Administrator may, by regula- 
tion, provide for such bonding procedures as he deems 
necessary.” 

Sec. 2. (a) Paragraph (c) of Section 5 is amended 
to read as follows: 

“(c) The Administrator of the Federal Energy Admin- 
istration may modify or alter the composition of the 
Appeals Board or abolish the Board and establish such 
other appellate procedures as he deems appropriate.” 

(b) A new paragraph (d) is added to Section 5 to 
read as follows: 
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“(d) The authority granted by this Section shall expire 
on April 30, 1980.” 

Sec. 3. Paragraph (1) of Section 11 is amended to 
read as follows: 

“(1) The term ‘imports’ includes both entry for con- 
sumption and withdrawal from warehouse for consump- 
tion, but excludes unfinished oils and finished products 
processed in United States territories and foreign trade 
zones from crude oil produced in the United States.” 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
ninth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:35 p.m., 
May 28, 1975] 


Death of Gen. George A. Lincoln 


Statement by the President. May 28, 1975 


I join with the many friends and colleagues of the late 
Gen. George A. Lincoln in paying tribute to this patriotic 
American who dedicated his life to the service of our coun- 
try. General Lincoln was a renowned West Point scholar 
in the social sciences for more than 20 years and was a 
respected educator throughout our country. His wise coun- 
sel assisted Secretaries of Defense and the Army, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and a succession of Presidents. 

General Lincoln will be missed by all of us, here in 
Washington as Director of the Office of Emergency Pre- 
paredness and a member of the National Security Coun- 
cil, and around the world where Army officers he taught 
are now serving our country with the same devotion he 
exemplified. 


Flag Day and National Flag 
Week, 1975 


Proclamation 4378. May 28, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Two hundred years ago, American minutemen raised 
their muskets at the Old North Bridge. What Ralph 
Waldo Emerson called “the shot heard around the world” 
rang out. The American Revolution had begun. Two 
years later, while the outcome of the Revolutionary War 


remained in doubt, the Continental Congress met in 
Philadelphia on June 14, 1777, and approved the follow- 
ing resolution: 
“Resolved, that the flag of the thirteen United States be 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and white: that the union be 
thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation.” 

That short and unadorned declaration gave birth to 
our flag. With the addition of thirty-seven stars, and 
after two centuries of history, the flag chosen in Philadel- 
phia is our flag today, symbolizing our commitment as a 
people to freedom, equality, and independence. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Con- 
gress, by a joint resolution of August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 
492, 36 U.S.C. 157), designated June 14 of each year as 
Flag Day and requested the President to issue annually a 
proclamation calling for its observance. The Congress also 
requested the President, by joint resolution of June 9, 1966 
(80 Stat. 194, 36 U.S.C. 157a), to issue annually a proc- 
lamation designating the week in which June 14 occurs 
as National Flag Week and to call upon all citizens of 
the United States to display the flag of the United States 
on those days. 

This year, Flag Day is an especially historic occasion, 
since it is also the Bicentennial birthday of the United 
States Army. Two hundred years ago, on June 14, 1775, 
the Continental Congress adopted resolutions which in 
effect established the military units of New England as 
the official national army. By this action, the Continental 
Army was created and the Nation’s military service was 
born. The U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps were 
established later that same year by the Continental 
Congress. 

It is appropriate, as our Nation launches its Bice.ten- 
nial commemoration, that the United States flag, first 
flown two centuries ago, be displayed together with an 
ensign bearing the official American Revolution Bicen- 
tennial Symbol set on a white field, which is designated 
as the official Bicentennial Flag. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerALp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning June 8, 1975, as National Flag Week and 
I call upon the appropriate officials of the government to 
display the National Flag on all government buildings 
during that week. The heads of all government depart- 
ments and agencies are also authorized and requested to 
provide, as they deem appropriate, for the flying of the 
official Bicentennial Flag, on government buildings, mili- 
tary installations, naval vessels, and other places where the 
United States flag is flown, during that period and for the 
remainder of the year 1975 and the entire year 1976. I 
urge all Americans to observe Flag Day, June 14, and 
Flag Week this year by flying the Stars and Stripes from 
their homes and other suitable places. 
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In Wrrness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-eighth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
ninth. 

GEraLp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:35 p.m., 
May 28, 1975] 


Veto of Bill for the Promotion of 
Tourist Travel 


The President’s Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 5357 Without His Approval. 
May 28, 1975 


To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning herewith, without my approval, H.R. 
5357, which would authorize appropriations totalling 
$98,125,000 to the Secretary of Commerce for the pro- 
motion of tourist travel. 

This bill would reinstitute in the Department of Com- 
merce a domestic tourism program to encourage Ameri- 
cans to travel within the United States. It also would au- 
thorize appropriations totalling $90 million for the pe- 
riod July 1, 1976 through September 30, 1979, for con- 
tinuation and expansion of the current program of the 
United States Travel Service to promote and facilitate 
foreign tourism in the United States. 


My Administration proposed an extension of the exist- 
ing tourism program through fiscal year 1979 at an an- 
nual authorization level of $15 million to encourage for- 
eign visitors to the United States. It opposed the rein- 
statement of a domestic tourism program, which would 
be unnecessary. 

The promotion and management of domestic tourism 
should remain the responsibility of the private sector, espe- 
cially the accommodation and transportation industries, 
and of state and local governments. Each of the fifty States 
has its own tourist promotion agency. I find no justifica- 
tion for the Federal Government taking on this role. 

Moreover, the amounts authorized in the bill for the 
Travel Service’s existing program are excessive, almost 
doubling the adequate amounts proposed by my Adminis- 
tration for the promotion of foreign travel to this country. 

I find it necessary, therefore, to withhold my approval 
from a bill which would create an unnecessary new Fed- 
eral program and unduly enlarge an existing program. 


GeErALp R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 28, 1975. 


Veto of Emergency Employment 
Appropriation Bill 


The President’s Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 4481 Without His Approval. Dated 
May 28, 1975. Released May 29, 1975 


To the House of Representatives: 


I return without my approval, H.R. 4481, the Emer- 
gency Employment Appropriation Act. 

Earlier this year, I asked the Congress for legislation to 
deal with the Nation’s most immediate employment prob- 
lems through an extension of public service jobs and a 
program of summer youth employment. 

The Congress has taken this simple, straightforward 
and specific proposal and turned it into a bill containing 
a host of provisions of questionable value. 

This bill, as presented to me, is not an effective response 
to the unemployment problem. It would exacerbate both 
budgetary and economic pressures, and its chief impact 
would be felt long after our current unemployment prob- 
lems are expected to subside. 

The bill authorizes spending of $3.3 billion above my 
budget requests. Almost half of this added spending would 
occur in fiscal 1976 and an appreciable amount of 
spending would continue in calendar year 1977. Eco- 
nomic recovery is expected to be well underway by the 
end of 1975, and the accelerative influences of this bill 
would come much too late to give impetus to this recovery. 
Instead, those influences would run the risk of contribut- 
ing to a new round of inflation later on. 

In my address to the Nation on March 29, announcing 
my decision to sign the Tax Reduction Act, I stressed the 
need to keep the 1976 deficit below $60 billion. This bill 
is one of many being considered by the Congress that, 
combined, would increase the deficit to $100 billion or 
more. Already, Congressional actions and inactions have 
added $7.3 billion to the 1975 deficit and $4.4 billion to 
the 1976 deficit. 

Such an increase in the Federal budget deficit would 
lead to an increase in Federal borrowing from private 
financial markets. These heavy Federal demands for 
capital could deprive business firms of funds needed for 
modernization and expansion of capacity. 

Thus, H.R. 4481 would contribute to choking off the 
very economic growth it is intended to stimulate. 

To help overcome the recession and high unemploy- 
ment, I have proposed, and the Congress has enacted, a 
major tax cut. I have also proposed an extension of unem- 
ployment compensation benefits, together with increases, 
which are included in this bill for public service jobs and 
summer employment. 

Further stimulus would hurt more than it would help 
our economy in the long run. H.R. 4481 provides for too 
much stimulus, too late, and I must therefore veto the bill. 

The need remains, however, for a bill that will provide 
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the funds I recommended for immediate and temporary 
employment through the public sector and summer youth 
jobs. Since student summer vacations are close at hand, 
I urge the Congress to pass such a bill as quickly as 


possible. 


The White House, 
May 28, 1975. 


NOTE: The text of the message was released in Washington and 
Brussels, Belgium. 


GERALD R. Forp 


Federal Energy Administration 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Eric R. Zausner To Be Deputy Administrator. 
May 30, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Eric R. Zausner, of McLean, Va., to be Deputy Ad- 
ministrator of the Federal Energy Administration. This 
is a new position created by Public Law 93-275 of 
May 7, 1974. 

Since December 1973, Mr. Zausner has served as As- 
sistant Administrator for Policy and Analysis and was 
appointed by Frank Zarb, Administrator of the Federal 
Energy Administration, as Acting Deputy Administrator 
of FEA in December 1974. He was Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Department of the Interior from July 1973 
until the office was transferred in December 1973 to FEA. 
From August 1970 until July 1973, he was a senior staff 
member of the Council on Environmental Quality. He 
joined what was then called the United States Public 
Health Service as a financial analyst in 1968. He became 
Chief of the Management Section of the Bureau of Solid 
Waste Management, which was later transferred to the 
Environmental Protection Agency, serving until July 
1970. 

Mr. Zausner was born on August 6, 1944, in New York, 
N.Y., and received his B.S. degree from Lehigh Uni- 
versity in 1966. During 1967, he was a financial analyst 
with W. R. Grace, Inc. He received his M.B.A. degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1968. 

Mr. Zausner is married to the former Marjorie H. 
Mackie. 


Legacy of Parks Program 


Announcement of Designation of Federally Owned 
Land at Beltsville, Maryland, for Recreational 
Purposes. May 30, 1975 


The President announced today that he is designating 
approximately 3,600 acres of federally owned land at 
Beltsville, Md., to be set aside for recreation, conserva- 


tion, wildlife preservation, and related educational and 
scientific activities. The 3,600 acres were reported by the 
Department of Agriculture to the General Services Ad- 
ministration to be excess to the needs of the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center. 

Among the 28,000 acres of contiguous federally owned 
properties lying along the Baltimore-Washington corri- 
dor, there are now some 3,300 acres devoted to conserva- 
tion and wildlife preservation and several thousand addi- 
tional acres which are in an essentially natural state and, 
although used for other primary purposes, are neverthe- 
less devoted secondarily to compatible conservation and 
wildlife preservation purposes. The availability of the 
additional 3,600 acres now provides an opportunity to 
further enhance the environment of the National Capital 
region. 

The 3,300 acre Patuxent Wildlife Research Center is 
contiguous to the 3,600 acres which are excess to the 
Agricultural Research Center needs. Its purpose includes 
research on endangered species and pesticides. Approxi- 
mately 900 acres of the excess land will be made available 
to the Center to carry on its research and eventually to add 
other facilities for conservation and nature study, includ- 
ing trails through selected areas in order that wildlife in 
its natural habitat can be viewed and studied. A visitors 
center at the Wildlife Research Center will be provided in 
time for Bicentennial use in 1976. 

The President has directed the Secretary of the In- 
terior to prepare a long-range plan for the development 
of the recreation, conservation, wildlife preservation, and 
related educational and scientific activities potential of 
the remaining 2,700 excess acres. 

The lands being rededicated are the second largest par- 
cel to be made available for recreational purposes under 
the Legacy of Parks program. 


United States Ambassador to Nicaragua 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


James D. Theberge. May 30, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate James D. Theberge, of the District of Columbia, to 
be Ambassador to Nicaragua. He will succeed Turner B. 
Shelton, who is resigning from the Foreign Service. 

Since 1970, Mr. Theberge has been serving as director 
of Latin American studies, Center for Strategic and Inter- 
national Studies, Georgetown University. From 1969 to 
1970, he was an instructor of economics, Oxford Univer- 
sity, Oxford, England. He was an economist with the 
Inter-American Development Bank of Washington, D.C., 
from 1966 to 1969. From 1961 to 1964 and 1965 to 1966 
he was an International Relations Officer and Program 
Economist, Agency for International Development, in 
Washington, D.C., and Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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Mr. Theberge was born on December 28, 1930, in New 
York, N.Y. He received his B.A. degree in 1952 from 
Columbia University. He received a B.A. (honorary) in 
1956 from Oxford University, an M.A. degree in 1960 
from Oxford University, and an M.P.A. degree in 1965 
from Harvard University. He also attended Heidelberg 
University during 1957 to 1958. 

Mr. Theberge is married to the former Griselda Fages. 


Presidential Clemency Board 


Announcement of Appointment of Eight Members of 
the Board. May 30, 1975 


The President has appointed eight persons as members 
of the Presidential Clemency Board. The enlargement of 
the Board was authorized by the President in an Execu- 
tive order May 7, 1975, which permits him to appoint 
such additional members to the Board as he shall from 
time to time determine to be necessary to carry out its 
functions. 

The additional members are: 


Timotuy L. Craic, of Alexandria, Va., president, National Asso- 
ciation of Concerned Veterans. 

Joun A. Evernarp, of Vienna, Va., retired Air Force colonel, 
formerly Chief, Administrative Law Division, Office of the 
Judge Advocate General, USAF. 

ANTOINETTE Forp, of the District of Columbia, consultant, formerly 
White House Fellow in office of the Secretary of the Treasury 
under George Shultz and John Connally, formerly member of 
Washington City Council. 

Mscr. Francis J. Larry, of Rosindale, Mass., secretary of the 
Department of Social Development and World Peace. 

E. Freperic Morrow, of New York, N.Y., director, Institute for 
Urban and Minority Education, Educational Testing Service, 
Princeton, N.J. 

Lewis Putter, of Alexandria, Va., staff attorney with the Board. 

Harry Riccs, of Plainview, Tex., retired Army colonel, long 
experience at national headquarters of the Selective Service 
System, active in Reserve Officers Association, American Legion, 
and American Security Council. 

Joan Vinson, of Alexandria, Va., founding national coordinator, 
National League of Families of American POWs/MIAs, Di- 
rector of Public Affairs for the Board. 


The Clemency Board is required to submit its final 
recommendations to the President by December 31, 1976. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 


by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 
May 24 

The President has accepted the resignations of Blair J. 
Kolasa, Earle G. Wheeler, and D. C. Burnham as mem- 
bers cf the President’s Commission on White House 
Fellowships. 

The President has accepted the resignations of Tim 
Babcock and Perkins Bass as members of the National 
Advisory Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere. 

The President has accepted the resignation of James T. 
Lynn, Director of the Office of Management and Budget, 
as a member of the President’s Commission on Personnel 
Interchange. 

The President has announced the designation of 
Charles A. Schmitz as the U.S. Deputy Representative 
for Micronesian Status Negotiations, effective May 23, 
1975. 


May 26 

The President met at the White House with the Eco- 
nomic Policy Board. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 


Davi D. Down, Jr., as a member of the Commission on the Review 
of the National Policy Toward Gambling, effective today. 


Mary J. Kye as a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women, effective today. 


REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS S. FoLrey as a member of the Ad Hoc 
Advisory Group on Puerto Rico, effective today. 


The President met with Attorney General Levi and 
Administration officials to discuss plans for the President’s 
message to Congress on crime. 


May 27 

The President announced the appointment of Secretary 
of Commerce Rogers C. B. Morton as a member of the 
National Commission on Productivity and Work Quality. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Wallace F. Bennett, of Salt Lake City, Utah, to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation for a term expiring December 17, 
1977. 

The President has accepted the resignation of John 
D. J. Moore as U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Ire- 
land, effective June 30, 1975. 

The President met at the White House with Lt. Comdr. 
Steven Todd who is being reassigned after 2 years service 
as Naval Aide to the President. 

Administrator Richard W. Velde and staff members of 
the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration met with 
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the President to discuss future programs and plans for the 
LEAA. 


May 29 


The President announced the appointment of William 
E. Dunn, of Salt Lake County, Utah, as a member of 
the Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Rela- 
tions for a term of 2 years. 


May 30 

The President has designated Representative William 
L. Dickinson, of Montgomery, Ala., as his Personal Rep- 
resentative to the 1975 Paris Air Show to be held May 
30—June 8. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Sidney 
E. Smith as United States Attorney for the District of 
Idaho. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 26, 1975 


Advance text: remarks at Memorial Day 
ceremonies at Arlington National Ceme- 
tery 


Released May 27, 1975 


Advance text: address on energy programs 
Fact sheet: on the President’s address on 
energy programs 


Released May 30, 1975 

News conference: on the mid-session review 
of the Federal budget for 1976—by James T. 
Lynn, Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, Alan Greenspan, Chair- 
man of the Council of Economic Advisers, 
and Edgar Fiedler, Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury for Economic Policy 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 26, 1975 


H.R. 4975 Public Law 94-25 
Amtrak Improvement Act of 1975. 


Approved May 27, 1975 


Public Law 94-26 
An act to amend the Organic Act of Guam 
and the Revised Organic Act of the Vir- 
gin Islands. 


Approved May 28, 1975 


H.R. 7136 Public Law 94-28 
An act to continue the special supple- 
mental food program for women, infants, 
and children through September 30, 1975. 

Public Law 94-27 
An act to amend section 2 of the Act of 
June 30, 1954, as amended, providing for 
the continuance of civil government for 
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 
NOTE: the Congress being in recess, no nom- 


inations were submitted to the Senate dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue. 





Editor’s Note 


in this issue. 





The President’s Trip to Europe 


At the closing time of this issue, the President was in 
Belgium. Releases relating to the trip will be printed 
after his return to the United States. 

Other releases for the period May 24-30 are printed 
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